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Working for peace as if the lives of those 
you love depend on it.... 


EDITORIAL 


Wi Cindy Fowler of Sacramento (CA) Friends Meeting sent an email 
telling me that AFSC’s Eyes Wide Open (EWO) exhibit was coming West, 
I was pleased and excited. I had heard about this exhibit and saw its potential for 
uniting Friends throughout the Western USA in a common effort to foster peace. 
It also seemed like an ideal opportunity for Friends Bulletin to report on some- 
thing that engaged Friends from all three Western Yearly Meetings. 

As this issue shows, EWO was tremendously successful in its outreach. It 
traveled to over 60 cities throughout the USA, including the following Western 
venues: Tucson, Arizona; Escondido, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Palm Springs, 
Pasadena, Sacramento, San Diego, San Francisco, and Santa Monica, Califor- 
nia; Portland and Eugene, Oregon, Seattle and Tacoma, Washington. 

In many instances, local meetings became intensely involved in organizing 
EWO, which helped to revitalize their peace efforts. As Cindy Fowler writes, 
EWO brought about “amazing changes” to Sacramento Friends. They saw them- 
selves as “small in numbers” and limited in effectiveness. But thanks to EWO, 
Sacramento Friends were able to reach out to diverse elements in their commu- 
nity and raise consciousness about peace in ways that they would never have 
imagined possible. 

As AFSC Regional Director Shan Cretin points out, EWO “invited people 
from a broad range of political views to join in honoring the dead and in reflect- 
ing on the human cost of war.” Methodists, Catholics, Unitarians, interfaith groups, 
veteran groups, secular organizations and even some Friends Churches became 
involved in this remarkable exhibit. 

For many of us, EWO was a deeply spiritual experience, an opportunity to 
look inward, to mourn, and to reflect deeply on the sacredness of human life. 

It also gave us a chance to make a heart connection with those whose family 
members have sacrificed their lives in Iraq. I was deeply moved by talking with 
people like Fernando del Solar, who lost his only son in the war, and is now 
working full-time to promote peace. 

In speaking of Arlington West, a similar kind of exhibit sponsored by Veter- 
ans for Peace, Jim Summers of La Jolla (CA) Meeting writes: 


It’s a heart-opening opportunity. It ain’t preachin’ to the choir, and it ain’t 
easy. It’s like going to your brother’s funeral every time. Peaceniks and 
Marines—both go away changed. 


AFSC deserves credit for helping us to respond to the Iraq war in a deeper, 
more compassionate manner. 

Organizing this traveling “meeting for worship on the occasion of war” took 
tremendous effort. We owe the Service Committee a debt of gratitude for the 
hard work and dedication that went into the monumental task of coordinating 
this moving memorial to the human cost of war. 

What next? I can’t speak for all who saw or participated in EWO. But having 
made a heart connection with those who have suffered as a result of this war, I 
feel that I must work for peace as if the lives of those I love depend on it. 


PN tou Marimnce 
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Weighing the 
human cost of war 
by Shan Cretin 


AFSC Pacific Southwest Regional Director 
Santa Monica (CA) Friends Meeting 


s a Quaker and an activist for 

peace, | am committed to the 

possibility and necessity of 
finding alternatives to war, violence and 
coercive force in the resolution of 
conflict—whether personal or 
geopolitical. 

With Eyes Wide Open (EWO), the 
American Friends Service Committee 
has developed a powerful living 
memorial to the military personnel and 
civilians who have died in the Iraq War. 
This exhibit invites people from a broad 
range of political views to join in 
honoring the dead and in reflecting on 
the human cost of war. For some this 
seems an impossible juxtaposition. 
Once the battle is engaged, we must 
support our troops, it is argued, and that 
means unquestioning support for the 
government policies that led us to war. 

As someone who grew up in a 
military family—my father served 20 
years in the Army, Navy and Marines, 
saw combat in World War II and was 
wounded in the Korean Conflict—I see 
things differently. My father taught me 
that there is a social contract between 
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citizens and soldiers and 
itis NOT one that calls us 
to unquestioning support. 

When young men and 
women enlist in the armed 
LOLces they, enter a 
binding contract, 
promising to put 
themselves and their lives 
on the line to defend our 
country. We citizens also 
have an obligation to be 
sure that when we put our troops in 
harm’s way, the threat to us is real and 
other avenues to avert war have been 
fully explored. This obligation does not 
end when the bombs start to fall, any 
more than does the soldier’s obligation 
to fight. 

The EWO Exhibit simply asks that 
we as taxpayers and citizens take full 
responsibility for our decision to send 
our young men and women into 
combat.This means accepting and 
facing the truth that war exacts a grim 
toll on soldiers and civilians alike. 
What does it mean when those who 
assert that this war is ene the cost, 
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Shan Cretin and Fernando del Suarez, who lost his son in war (p. 5) 


and is necessary, are unwilling to look 
at and weigh the costs? 

When we cannot face the truth, we 
are condemned to repeat, and even 
compound, our errors. Our government 
may not have known two years ago 
whether Saddam Hussein had weapons 
of mass destruction. But we knew a year 
ago that our mishandling of the invasion 
and occupation had galvanized an 
insurgency that had by then already 
claimed twice as many American lives 
as had the Iraqi Army. 

March 19 marked the second 
anniversary of the Iraq War. One year 
ag0, on ne eve of the first anniversary 
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of the war, 565 pairs of combat boots 
needed to be displayed on the lawn of 
the Westwood Federal Building to 
represent US military deaths. There 
were 101 coalition lives and-an 
estimated 8,000 Iraqi lives lost at that 
time. In the ensuing year, the war has 
claimed 1,000 more coalition lives and 
at least 7,000 more Iraqis. 

How might this have been different 


if, a year ago, our nation had been 
willing to face the truth of the 
inadequacy of the plans put forth by our 
leaders.Facing the truth is painful 
because once our children have been 
committed to battle we cannot bear to 
admit that our country might have made 
mistakes.But telling ourselves com- 
forting lies means that our soldiers and 
the Iraqi people have paid and will 


continue to pay a terrible price. 

1 am thankful for those who joined 
us in prayerful reflection on the human 
cost of war with EWO. Our soldiers 
know only too well the cost of war. They 
keep their end of the enlistment bargain 
every day. It is past time for the rest of 
us to shoulder our responsibilities, to 
speak truth to power and to demand that 
our soldiers come home.O 


Celebrating life, 


opposing violence 


by Mary Ellen McNish 


General Secretary of the American Friends 
Service Committee 


Los Angeles, California March 19, 
2005: 1 am glad to be here with all of 
you today to mark the second 
anniversary of the Iraq War, to 
remember the dead, to mourn the 
continued suffering, and to renew the 
age-old call of the Society of Friends 
that violence cannot end violence, only 
love can. 

Each time I visit this memorial, I 
am most touched by seeing the 
individual mementos that decorate each 
pair of boots. 

A picture, a laminated obituary 
placed by a family member, flowers, a 
card. Each thing helps us understand the 
depth of our losses in Iraq even as the 
growing number of boots shows us its 
breadth. 

These boots are fathers and 
mothers, brothers, aunts, fiancés. They 
are dreams of home and careers and 
family that will now never be realized. 

Over the holidays, I attended my 
nephew’s wedding in Chicago, where 
this exhibit was launched a year ago. 

I could not help but think of 
families who would never attend their 
son or daughter’s wedding, of mothers 
planning funerals instead of rehearsal 
dinners. 

I grieve for them all as should all 
the people in this country. 

People have often asked why a 
pacifist organization would sponsor this 
memorial. 
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The answer is simple. 

While Quakers are _ often 
characterized as opposing war, the truth 
is that we cherish life in all of its 
goodness, diversity, and possibility. 

We believe that life is a gift from 
God and that the taking or loss of a 
single human life is an event of the 
greatest sadness. 

We Celebrates litemiimalleoteirc 
goodness and mourn each life cut short. 

Because of our faith, we cannot do 
otherwise than to mourn all of these 
young lives lost and hope that our 
government will withdraw from Iraq 
and bring our troops home now. 

It grieves me to know that this field 
of boots is three times the size it was a 
year ago, to know that nearly 1,000 
more wives and fathers have received 
that sad visit telling them that their 
loved one will not be coming home. 

And I also remember the people of 
Iraq. I think of children killed in suicide 
bombings, civilians caught in the 
crossfire. 

I think of the more than 17,000 
civilians who have died in the violence 
for whom we have names, and that the 
number of civilian deaths attributable 
to the war may now be as high as 
100,000. 

These too were our brothers and 
sisters with hopes and dreams and 
precious in the eyes of the God who 
made us all. 


My prayer on this day of 
remembrance is that these boots may be 
only a passing memorial to this war. 

A more fitting memorial will be to 
see peace in Iraq, to have an end to this 
war that did not need to be, to support 
the military families who have given so 
much, and to rebuild the country that 
has suffered so greatly. 

Our nation must turn away from 
ways of thinking that make room for 
acceptable casualties, preemptive 
strikes, and collateral damage.Two 
years is enough. 

Instead we must find ways to 
cherish that which is good, to embrace 
life, and to care for our brothers and 
sisters around the world in need. 

These are the things that will make 
a fitting memorial to this war. 

May God, who is the author of life, 
give us the strength to seek them. 

And on this second anniversary of 
the Iraq War, may God’s peace be upon 
the souls of all who are commemorated 
here and may the Spirit of God comfort 
all who mourn them. O 
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Eyes Wide Open 
Profiles 


Fernando Suarez del Solar of San 
Diego, California, quit his job to become 
a full-time antiwar activist after his only 
son—a 20-year-old Marine named 
Jesus—was killed by a US cluster bomb 
on March 27, 2003, in Iraq. Fernando 
created a foundation in his son’s name 
to teach young people about the harsh 
reality of military service and helped set 
up a group to provide psychological 
counseling for Hispanic families im- 
pacted by the Iraq war. 


Father who lost 
only son in war 
works 
full-time for peace 


In the name of my son Jesus 
Alberto Suarez del Solar, 
in the name of over 1,000 
Americans who have died, 
in the name of mutilated Iraqi 
children, in the name of all the 
mothers who weep for the loss of 
their children, in the name of the 
brave soldiers who cry out for the 
loved ones they have left behind, 
| beg you, | implore you, 
let us act now! 
Enough death and 
destruction! 
Bring the troops home! 


—Fernando Suarez del Solar 


“in the Rame af my son 5 


Jesus Alberto Suarez de| 
Solar, in the name of the 
Over [868Americans who 
have died, in the name of 
the mutilated Iraq! children, 
in the name of all the 
mothers who weep for the 


Fernando consoles a grandmother 
who lost a grandson in the Iraq war. 


Ryan Enos, 26, one of the hundreds 
of volunteers who helped to make the 
Eyes Wide Open exhibit possible, 
comes from a military family. His fa- 
ther is a retired air force officer who 
served in Viet Nam, and his brother is a 
specialist in the Army 3rd Infantry Di- 
vision currently serving in Iraq. 

But Ryan, a political science PhD 
candidate at UCLA, has come to feel 
that war is wrong, and the war in Iraq is 
especially horrific. On March 19, 2004, 
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Peace activist arrested in antiwar protest 
has brother serving in Iraq 


the first anniversary of the US invasion 
of Iraq, he was arrested in a 
demontration in Chicago. 

“Actively protesting was a big 
decision for me because it was a 
reversal from a lot of what I had 
supported in my life,” said Ryan, “but 
I told myself that there is a time when 
everybody has to take a stand for what 
is right.” 

“My brother was pretty angry with 
me for doing this,” he added. “But my 
father was sympathetic. He also be- 
lieves that this war is wrong.” 

Asked why he had volunteered to 
help with this exhibit, Ryan replied, “It 
powerfully demonstrates what too 
many Americans are tragically able to 
ignore, that war destroys human beings 


on a massive scale. As Americans, a 
people that exports war with impunity, 
we need to be reminded of this.” 

Ryan became involved with Friends 
five years ago while he was studying in 
England. He had a “nagging curiosity 
about Quakers” and believes “provi- 
dence” led him to attend his first Meet- 
ing in London. Afterwards he sat in a 
nearby Peace Park next to a statue of 
Gandhi, and tears came to his eyes. 

“T knew that I had found something 
profound,” said Ryan. Whenever he vis- 
its London, he goes to that park and sits 
on that same bench. 

It was the beginning of his journey 
to Quakerism and nonviolence. Ryan 
currently attends Santa Monica (CA) 
Meeting. O 


Aidan Delgado was a Florida col- 
lege student looking for a change when 
he decided to join the Army Reserve. 
He signed his enlistment contract on the 
morning of September 11, 2001. 

In the ensuing months, Delgado 
became dedicated to Buddhism and its 


principles of pacifism. By 
April 2003, when he began his 
year-long tour in Iraq, he was 
openly questioning whether he 
could participate in the war in 
good conscience. 

His unit, the 320th Mili- 
tary Police Company, spent 
six months helping to run the 
notorious Abu Ghraib prison 
outside Baghdad. Now 23, having 
served his tour and honorably dis- 
charged as a conscientious objector, 
Delgado is speaking out about what he 
witnessed. 

During his talk in Los Angeles, he 
spoke about the grim conditions at Abu 


Buddhist CO who served 
at Abu Ghraib prison 
speaks out 
against Iraq war 


Ghraib and the pervasive racism on the 
part of soldiers stationed there. He also 
spoke of acts of senseless cruelty per- 
petrated by soldiers who didn’t like or 
feared Iraqis. 

What shocked Aidan the most was 
learning that most of those incarcerated 
at Abu Ghraib prison were not terror- 
ists or insurgents, but petty criminals or 
innocent civilians. Yet they were treated 
with the “bare minimum” of humanity. 

Delgado was interviewed on “De- 
mocracy Now” by Amy Goodman. 
Those who would like to hear or read a 
transcript of this interview can find it at 
www.informationclearinghouse.info/ 
article7508.htm.O 


Military family members in the Pacific Northwest share their feelings 


by Susan Segall 
AFSC Pacific Northwest Region 


Eyes Wide Open traveled 
throughout the Pacific Northwest 
during the first two weeks of April. It 
reached Portland and Eugene, Oregon, 
as well as Tacoma and Seattle, 
Washington, bringing together military 
families and those in the peace 
movement. 

“Seeing the expanse of boots, along 
with everyday women’s, men’s and 
children’s shoes, enables those of us 
who have not directly lost loved ones 
in this war to reconnect with our grief, 
and to ask fundamental questions about 
the nature of war,” said Susan Segall, 
Pacific Northwest Regional Director for 
AFSC. 

The impact of the exhibit on those 
who have lost loved ones was most 
profound, however. 
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“My heart weeps and my mind reels 
when I think of the deaths, Iraqi and 
American, caused by a group of people 
unwilling to listen to any reason,” says 
military Mom Adele Kubein of 
Corvallis, Oregon. “When I see photos 
of weeping Iraqi children and mothers 
holding bloodied babies | think of the 
apocalypse we have unleashed on a 
nation that expected us to care for it. 
When I see soldiers bent over their dead 
comrades, putting aside adulthood and 
weeping like the kids they really are, 
when I see my daughter limping, in a 
brace for life, I feel ashes instead of 
pride.” 

“My brother Joe Blickenstaff 
drowned in a canal in Iraq over 15 
months ago. My body trembles when I 
think what his last moments must have 
been like, alone with no air,” says Eric 
Blickenstaff of Portland, Oregon. “It is 
with great melancholy that I look for- 
ward to finally seeing this display that 


has traveled the nation, where my 
brother is in formation with his fellow 
brothers in arms. It is with great de- 
spair when I think about what over 
1,500 invisible, lost lives look like in 
formation, and then think that is only 
1% of the Iraqi Police, Coalition trained 
soldiers and civilians that have died in 
Iraq. How come our country does not 
know this?” Blickenstaff adds: “Is this 
support for our soldiers?” 

“As the wife of a soldier who is 
serving in Iraq, I feel deeply for the 
families left behind, whether tempo- 
rarily, as | have been, or permanently, 
as these empty boots remind us,” says 
Stacy Bannerman, wife of a Washing- 
ton State Army National Guard soldier 
completing his one-year tour-of-duty in 
Iraq, after having been stop-lossed since 
June of 2004. “It is one thing to hear 
about the cost of war; it is something 
else completely to see it, and allow our- 
selves to feel it.” O 
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Eyes Wide Open wakes up 
Sacramento Friends 


by Cynthia Fowler 
Sacramento (CA) 


Friends Meeting 


ies though I’m ending this week 
ith serious sleep deprivation, my 


eyes have never been so wide open. For 
the last three days, the Sacramento 
Friends Meeting has been hosting the 
American Friends Service Committee’s 
Eyes Wide Open exhibit on the grounds 
of the Capitol here in California. It’s 
been a profound experience that has 
stretched us as a Meeting, as individuals 
and as a community. 

Like most Quaker 
Meetings, we are small 
in numbers. | think that 
also has translated into 
seeing ourselves as 
limited in what we 
could accomplish and 
allowed us to be too 
quiet about our peace 
testimony. During the 
last year in particular, 
we wore our VOTE 
buttons, put “War Is Not 
the Answer” signs in our 
yard and sat in silent 
grief about the course our country had 
taken in Iraq. 

Then, because of a personal leading 
experienced by one of our weightiest 
Friends, we began to change. We had a 
threshing session to think together about 
any and all ways we might break out of 
our inertia. Ideas began to flow and rich 
possibilities began to emerge. One of 
those dreams was to invite Eyes Wide 
Open to come to Sacramento. In 
November 2004, I received an email 
that said, “EWO is coming!” 

Amazing change has unfolded in 
our Meeting since then. From the 
beginning we knew we couldn’t do this 
alone. We had to reach out for help in 
order to have the funds and people 
power needed. Besides, we wanted this 
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Left to right: Steve Leeds from the San Francisco Meeting, Ma 
Sacramento Friends, Karen Meredith whose son died in Iraq and 


to be an opport- 
unity to build 
relationships and 
to break down 
barriers in our 


own community. All we had to do was 
provide the invitation and the responses 
came. Almost every Friends Meeting in 
our region signed on as co-sponsors. In 
addition, we welcomed the Friends 
Church, Methodists, 


Catholics, 


a 


p 


Unitarians and secular organizations for 
a total of 16 co-sponsors. 

We also challenged ourselves to 
meet with Veterans’ groups, Arab 
American organizations and Interfaith 
networks to talk about the exhibit and 
invite their participation. These 
meetings were hard, but respectful, and 
they paid off. During the exhibit, their 
members came, spoke in our opening 
and closing ceremonies, offered 
resources and the promise of trusted 
friendships for the future. 

Financial giving has been beyond 
generous. Our meeting has traditionally 
budgeted $50 here, $100 there to 
support various organizations, When 
the first requests went out about support 
for EWO, I was hoping to raise $1,000 


PY 


rtha Turner from 


Elsa Morrison from Sacramento Friends. Photo by Karen Bearson. 


Left to right: Lillian Hennegar from Sacramento Friends, Faye 
Kennedy from Black Africans United for Peace and Judy Painter 
from the Unitarian Universalist Community Church. Photo by Karen 


in our meeting. We doubled that and the 
money kept coming in. With personal 
donations and our co-sponsoring 
contributions, we raised almost $7,000 
before the exhibit ever arrived in 
Sacramento. 

As the exhibit 
opening approached, 
every Meeting for 
Worship saw growing 
involvement on a pers- 
onal level by members 
and attenders. Almost 
everyone contributed 
in their own way— 
writing letters, distrib- 
uting flyers and post- 
cards, making phone 
calls, sending inspiring 
emails at the most 
needed moments. 
Meeting-wide ownership was obvious. 
During the exhibit, one member 
commented, 1 think we felt relief 
because we knew we wanted to do more 
as a Meeting, but didn’t know how. Now 
we feel amazement and pride, realizing 
what we’ve been able to accomplish 
together.” 

Personally, I can’t tell you how 
much the experience has meant. Our 
core planning team of about ten people 
has been stretched to do things we never 
imagined. We buoyed each other up as 
we headed out for television interviews, 
cajoled signatures from state officials, 
wrestled with city bureaucracy over 
parking permits and security, organized 
and cared for over 300 volunteers and 
greeted over 3,000 visitors to the 


th 


exhibit. We’ve stood among the boots 
and shoes and cried together. shared our 
deepest feelings about this war and our 
longing for peace. We’ve learned to 
speak out, to ask, to listen, to: be 


flexible, to accept, to demand. 

Quaker history tells us stories about 
the power of persistent, Light-filled 
testimony. Even one person can make a 
difference. Eyes Wide Open has taught 


Hearts open to Navajo military family 
in Tucson, Arizona 


by Caroline Isaacs 
AFSC Program Director 
Tucson, AZ 


On March 5 and 6, 2005, Eyes Wide 
Open came to Tucson. It was the 
successful culmination of months of 
preparation on the part of staff and an 
incredibly dedicated group of 
community volunteers. We estimate 
that about 2,000 people attended Eyes 
Wide Open over the course of the 
weekend from various parts of the state. 

We were lucky enough to have 
Fernando Suarez del Solar participate 
(see p. 5). He was joined at the podium 
by Isabel and Harry Shondee, Sr., whose 
son, Harry Jr., was killed in Iraq. Harry 
Sr. and his family had traveled all the 
way from Ganado, on the Navajo 
reservation in northern Arizona, to 
attend the event. They stayed the entire 
weekend, and Harry Sr. spent much of 
the time near the boots representing his 
son, telling visitors how he was voted 
most likely to succeed and showing 
them pictures from his yearbook. 

The Shondees were one of several 
families in attendance who had lost a 


loved one in the war. Flowers and 
personal articles appeared in about half 
of the boots representing Arizona 
soldiers over the course of the weekend. 
On Sunday, a man ina crisp camouflage 
Army uniform took Volunteer 
Coordinator Lorena Howard aside and 
asked, “Can you help me find my son?” 
He was Chief Master Sgt. Dan 
Lawrence, whose son, Marine Cpl. 
Jeffrey Lawrence, was killed in combat 
on July 6, 2004. Sgt. Lawrence and 
Harry Shondee, Sr. have very different 
views on the Iraq war, but were united 
in their grief at the event. 

One of the highlights of the 
program on Sunday was the student 
essay reading and awards ceremony. 
Our intern, Beth Sanders, and a couple 
highly motivated volunteers put 
together an essay contest for local 
middle and high school students. 
Students were invited to write an essay 
from the perspective of the proverbial 
“fly on the wall” in Iraq, observing 
either an Iraqi family or US service man 
or woman. Winners were selected by a 
distinguished panel of judges made up 
of local journalists, University 
professors, and other community 
leaders. The winners read their essays 
at the event on Sunday. There was a 
strong youth presence at the event 
overall, as students from a Tucson High 
class staffed a booth during the event 
to raise money for their project, 
“Students to Students.” They raised 
over $1,000 to send to the Afghan Girls’ 
School. 


us here in Sacramento that the power in 
those old stories is alive today in all of 
us. I believe we can do great things— 
maybe even stop a war—if we act on 
that reality. O 


We received many favorable 
comments from attendees about the 
event. Eyes Wide Open also attracted 
extensive media coverage, both pre- and 
post-event. We were featured in several 
of the major daily newspapers, 
including a full-color center spread in 
La Estrella de Tucson, the Spanish- 
version of the Arizona Daily Star. Most 
major network affiliates covered the 
event over the weekend, with one 
station offering live coverage at 5:00 
Saturday evening. 

Overall, it was a very rewarding, if 
exhausting, project. It would not have 
been possible without significant staff 
time and the contributions of an 
incredibly dedicated volunteer 
organizing committee. We were 
especially grateful to have been able to 
hire Lorena Howard as a Volunteer 
Coordinator for the month leading up 
to the event. She was incredibly 
effective at doing outreach, particularly 
to the Latino community. Lorena was 
able to recruit an incredible 200 
volunteers for the event. 

With the encouragement and wishes 
of the Shondee family, AFSC offices in 
Arizona and Chicago are working to 
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create a display about the Shondees’ fallen 
son, Harry Jr., which is set to permanently 
travel with the EWO exhibit. The 
dedication panel will include graduation 
and military photos, his picture in the 
Spanish and National Honors Society 
clubs at Ganado High School, a photo of 


him chosen as “Most Likely to Succeed” 
in the 2003 yearbook, his eulogy written 
by a favorite teacher, and a special veteran 
tribute to him in a local publication from 
the Navajo Indian Reservation. The 
display will also include copies of his 


soon as the display is created, it will be 
sent to the next upcoming leg of the Eyes 
Wide Open tour, most likely in Northern 
California or the Pacific Northwest. AFSC 
is hoping to fly Harry Sr. and Isabel 
Shondee to that location to be a part of a 


Purple Heart and Bronze Star awards. As __ tribute ceremony. O 


Michael McConnell 
Creator of Eyes Wide Open: 
The Human Cost of War in Iraq 


Michael McConnell, regional director of the Great Lakes region since 
1990, spearheaded the conceptualization and planning that led to the creation 
of Eyes Wide Open: The Human Cost of War in Iraq. 

Created in Chicago and first displayed in that city’s Federal Plaza in January 
2004, Eyes Wide Open now features more than 1,500 pairs of combat boots 
and a 24-foot “wall” of names and incidents of Iraqi civilian deaths. The exhibit 
is on tour with stops in New England, West Virginia and New York City, NY. 

Before joining AFSC, Michael was the coordinator of the Chicago 
Religious Task Force on Central America, coordinated organizing of the US 
Sanctuary Movement and was co-founder of Chrysalis Learning Community, 
an alternative high school. He is an ordained minister in the United Church of 
Christ (UCC) and served as associate minister of Wellington Ave United 


Church of Christ. O 


San Francisco Friends 
schedule 
Meeting for Worship 
at EWO 
on Easter Sunday 


by Elizabeth Boardman 
San Francisco (CA) Meeting 


San Francisco Friends were deeply 
involved in the Eyes Wide Open exhibit 
here March 25-27, finding it a 
meaningful way to honor the Prince of 
Peace on Easter weekend. Paula Stinson 
and Steve Leeds of our meeting joined 
the AFSC staff weeks in advance to 
choreograph the exhibit, and at least two 
dozen of us volunteered throughout the 
weekend. 

A TV interviewer, implying that 
they are basically ineffective, asked 
whether this was just another anti- 
war demonstration. It was much 
more than that. 
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By Easter weekend, the number of 
individually labeled pairs of combat 
boots had grown from 504 when the 
exhibit started touring in January 2004 
to 1,525, each one representing an 
American soldier who has died in Iraq. 
While most of the boots were symbolic, 
having come from an army surplus 
depot, some had been sent by the 
surviving families. 


Exhibit in front of San Fi rancisco Meeting e 


For many such families, the exhibit 
was a much-needed public acknow- 
ledgement of the personal cost of this 
war, of the grueling loss they have 
experienced. Many family members and 
veterans came from all over northern 
California. They needed people to see 
the symbols here of their children, their 
sweethearts, their friends. 

Peace activists and curious on- 
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lookers alike were called over to a 
particular pair of boots: “See this: my 
son, my only child, age 26—he got it a 
week before he was supposed to come 
home. Look there, his picture is in the 
top row, the third in from the left.” My 
tears fall) Oh, yeahs lecanimake 
people cry easy,” she said. Her name 
was Karen. 

Neither Karen orm laters Bill 
Mitchell, focused on the 600 shoes and 
sandals representing the many 
thousands of Iraqis who have died in 
this war, and they did not mention the 
US government which perpetrated this 
war. We also just wanted to witness 
their loss, our loss. There was no 
judgment either way, we were just there 
to grieve for them and with them. 

We Quakers had planned to hold 
our Meeting for Worship at Union 
Square in the midst of the boots 
exhibit, but the rain changed our plans 
somewhat. Ignoring the rain, John 
Helding of SFFM and others went to 


EWO at San Francisco City Hall 


by Eric Sabelman 
Palo Alto (CA) Meeting 


Arriving Friday while boots are 
carefully being put out on the grass, I 
am assigned to be a roving peacekeeper. 
Looking for signs of trouble, I watch 
people’s faces. Many are troubled and 
surprised. The most surprised are those 
climbing up the stairs from the garage; 
they first see the rows of boots at eye 
level, as if they are rising from 
underground. 

I also help put boots of dead 
soldiers from California on the steps of 
City Hall. We are even more careful in 
placing them here, since the living have 
to make their way among them to go 
about their business. This is the only 
time during the day that I read the 
names attached like dog-tags to each 
pair of boots. I wonder how this 19- 
year-old and that 32-year-old came to 
be in the place where he met his death. 
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SF Union Square and held a 
wonderful Public Meeting with over 
AQ participants. Many Friends came 
who had not found out about the 
threat of rain cancellation (and it did 
pour mightily mid-afternoon). All 
these Friends as well as others who 
participated were quite moved both by 
the symbolism of the boots and shoes 
as well as by the reality of the human 
costs of war. 

The rest of us retreated to our 
meeting house, bringing a few shoes, 
boots, photos and flowers with us to 
put in the center of our circle. 

Towards the end of worship, 
while Easter eggs were being laid out 
for giggling children to find later, Bill 
Mitchell, who had never been in a 
Quaker gathering before, stepped 
forward to the circle of boots and 
shoes. He was wearing that T-shirt 
which shows a map of the US with 
all the weapons factories pin-pointed, 
and reads, “We have found the 


All the boots are in place by the 
time of the press conference. TV camera 
crews record everything: the long rows 
of boots, close-ups of individual boots 
on the grass and civilian shoes set under 
the leafless winter trees, children 
pointing to a flag in this boot and 
flowers in that one. 


weapons of mass destruction.” 

Bill pointed. “These are my son’s 
boots. Here is his picture. His name 
was Mike.” Bill took from his pocket 
a familiar “necklace,” that chain every 
American soldier has worn through so 
many wars, and he enumerated the 
“charms” on it. “This is Mike’s dog 
tag. This is his own beloved dog’s 
license. Here is a cross. This is a peace 
symbol some stranger pressed into my 
hand when I was at the Wall.” A pause. 
“None of this needed to happen.” 

Never was a visitor more wel- 
come among us than Mike’s father. 
After the rise of meeting, the children 
found all the hidden eggs in about one 
and a half minutes. But our Easter 
potluck lunch went on for a long, long 
time as we talked with him and wept, 
and perused the exhibits and the Eyes 
Wide Open booklet, counting the cost 
of war, assessing our faith in the 
future, girding our courage for the 
next steps. 0 


Now it is obvious why peace- 
keepers are needed in the crowd 
surrounding the press conference. A tall 
man starts shouting about Jesus, 
attracting a cluster of peacekeepers, one 
of whom walks with him out of the 
crowd and stays with him to listen to 
what he has to say. During the rest of 
the day, there are a half-dozen 
encounters like this. A rumored counter- 
demonstration does not occur. 

A man on the edge of the crowd 
wears an orange jacket with “Marines” 
on it. I watch his face, but see no sign 
of anger, only sadness. He leaves 
without saying anything or looking for 
a particular pair of boots. 

Later in the day | take a turn at the 
information table, asking for signatures 
on a petition to the President. Here is 
where people come who need to talk 
about how the empty boots affect them. 
One says, “I work in City Hall, and have 
never seen anything like this.” Another 
says, “I haven’t thought much about war 
before.” Eyes have been opened.O 
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American Friends Service 
Committee Calls For 
Immediate Withdrawal 
of US Troops from Iraq 


December 1). 2004 Paul Lacey, C a Of / We Board 


The AFSC Board of Directors, gathered in worship in Philadelphia, adopted the following minute: 


The Board of the American Friends Service Committee grieves at the ongoing and increasing deaths of 
Iraqis, Americans, and others in Iraq, including as many as 100,000 civilian deaths and many more 
maimed. 


We believe that an immediate end to hostilities is essential to stem the carnage. 


We are convinced that the presence of US troops is a destabilizing force in the region and contributes to 
the increasing loss of life. 


We are anguished by the damage and lasting scars we are causing to another generation of American 
soldiers who have been asked to serve in another war in a distant place for questionable ends. 


Therefore, we urge the immediate withdrawal of US troops. 


We believe it is now clear that the continuing US military presence in Iraq is counter-productive and 
wrong. The occupation has lost the trust of the Iraqi people. We abhor the violence—each day Iraq 
becomes less safe for the occupied, the occupiers, and those who seek to relieve the suffering. 


For more information and the complete AFSC statement on Iraq, see afsc.org. 


Friends Committee 
on National Legislation: 


WérFC 
DANL No Imperial Interest in Iraq? 


Building Unity on US Policy 


The President has requested $63 billion in additional funding for the war in Iraq, and the US 
military is building fourteen bases there. Whether you support an immediate withdrawal of 
US troops or believe they should stay until stability is achieved, we can all agree that it is 
time for Congress to declare that ultimately US policy is to withdraw completely. 


To support this effort or find out more, contact fenl.org/irag/index.htm 
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Utah 
Friends 
walk for peace 


This is the third annual Peace Walk/ 
Vigil the Logan (UT) Monthly Meeting 
sponsored since before the beginning of 
the Iraq War. We had a successful event, 
with about 100 participants from the 
local communities. Most of the 
participants who had not yet signed the 
AFSC Peace Petition signed it before 
or after the Peace Walk. 0 


Haunting Iraq War exhibit 
comes to Fresno, 
California 


Report by Eduardo Stanley, 
Pacific News Service 


At the recent exhibit in Fresno, 
visitors filed past rows of boots— 
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donated by the Army Navy Sales for the 
exhibit. Some of the boots looked worn 
out, others almost new, and onlookers 
speculated about who used them and in 
what circumstances. 

“My son did not die in Iraq, he was 
killed by this government and its lies,” 
said Cindy Sheehan, 47, of Vacaville, 
CA, Casey, her son, was 24 when he 
died a year ago, thousands of miles from 
his home. “For each boot that you see 
here there are thousands that suffer,” 
Sheehan said. 

On a small pedestal near her, a pair 
of moccasins that belonged to an Iraqi 
soldier, a text and photos explain that 
the majority of Iraqi soldiers confronted 
US military forces without adequate 
equipment. “I would like the opport- 
unity to speak with an Iraqi mother and 
tell her that I will hold our government 
accountable,” Sheehan said. 

The stark and quiet symbolism of 
the boots elicited a range of responses. 
“It makes me sad that our president 
hurries to sign an emergency law 
to...save the life of a person that has 
spent 15 years in a coma,” said high 
school teacher Vicki Filgas, referring to 
Terry Schiavo, “while his signature 
sends thousands of our children to war.” 

“It affected me deeply. It is sad,” 
said Bryan Garcia, a 23-year-old 
Filipino man. “I worry about the 
draft.” 

His girlfriend, Marisela Cordero, a 
21-year-old Latina and fellow Fresno 
resident, said the multimedia section 
impacted her. “It opens your eyes. I did 
not know these things.” Both agree that 
young people are not informed or 
interested in politics. 

The exhibit also focuses on the 
economic costs of the war. Numbers are 
run on long panels, the daily cost of the 
war, for example ($1.1 billion daily), 
enough to avoid all cuts to the federal 
education budget. 

“War destroys life,” said Mai Vue, 
a teacher of Hmong origin and a Fresno 
resident “We should oppose it and the 
brutality,” she said, her voice cut short 
by emotion. O 


From L to R: Tom Kowal, Eric Wright, Cheyenne k 
and Bruce Thron-Weber [sic]. Photo taken i1 


Colorado Friends and 
the Denver AFSC witness 
for peace 


by Tom Kowal 
Mountain View (CO) Friends 
Meeting 


Mountain View Friends Meeting 
and the Denver AFSC office sponsor a 
weekly Peace Vigil at the UN plaza, 


Brother Vets Jim Summers and Bill 
Operation: Iraqi Freedom at a rece 
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al, Robert C onklin, Katva Thronweber [sic], Penny 
mnt of Colorado State Capital by Matt Kowal. 


which is the major noon-time traffic 
intersection in Denver at Broadway 
and the 16th Street Mall (see above 
picture). Since January, between 5 and 
20 vigilers have witnessed each 
Monday from noon to 1PM with signs 
and flags. A pamphlet calling for 
immediate withdrawal of US troops 
from Iraq, and containing the AFSC 
statements on the war, is handed to 
those who accept it—about 300 have 
been distributed. 0 


thedy read the names of the fallen of 
Arlington West in Ocean Beach, CA 
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Quakers have been joined by 
students and adults from other 
denominations and peace organizations, 
and have engaged many of the passers- 
by in conversations on the war and the 
potential for reducing and ending the 
conflict by withdrawing US troops. A 
majority of the people contacting the 
vigil have been supportive of the Peace 
message. 

Signs held by vigilers include: 
“Support Our Troops—Bring Them 
Home Now!,” “War Is Not The Way,” 
“Honk for Peace,” and “Who Would 
Jesus Bomb?” Flags displayed are those 
of the UN and US, as well as the peace 
sign, Earth flags and others. Organizers, 
including Tom Kowal and Paula Van 
Dusen of MVFM and Erin Durban of 
AFSC, plan to continue and build 
participation in the vigil for as long as 
the US troop presence remains in Iraq.0 


Arlington West: 
A project of 
Veterans for Peace 


by Jim Summers 
La Jolla (CA) Meeting 


[Jim Summers currently serves as clerk 
of La Jolla Meeting and teaches 
elementary school. But in “another life” 
he was a Hospital Corpsman in the US 
Navy from 1973 to 1977, ending up as 
a second class petty officer, which is 
the equivalent of a sergeant in the other 
services. He taught at Hospital Corps 
School and worked in various 
and clinics at the Naval Hospital in 
Balboa Park in San Diego, CA, during 
the end of the war and the withdrawal 
from Vietnam.—Editor | 


wards 


I’ve been going through the last two 
years (and more) of war with the San 
Diego Veterans for Peace, which we 
founded about six months before the 
invasion of Iraq. Our local chapter has 
several Friends heavily involved. 


We’ve been doing something 
similar to Eyes Wide Open, but with 
crosses on the beach. We call it Arling- 
ton West. Santa Barbara Chapter 
initiated it, we were second, and dozens 
of others have sprung up. 

What’s unique and interesting about 
our experience is that we set it up 
beside the Oceanside Pier, less than a 
mile from the front gate of Camp 
Pendleton, and most of our visitors are 
Marines and their relatives. It’s a heart- 
opening opportunity. It ain’t preachin’ 
to the choir, and it ain’t easy. It’s like 
going to your brother’s funeral every 
time. Peaceniks and Marines—both go 
away changed. 

Miracles. You wouldn’t believe the 
loving, heart-wrenching stories. 

Opinions and minds change before 
our very eyes...and sometimes behind 
them. Sometimes we feel like we are 
the face of the military to the peace 
community, and the face of the peace 
community to the military. It’s less 
uncomfortable than I would have 
thought. 

By getting rid of the “protest” signs 
and the Bush-bashing so common in 
peace rallies, we have found common 
ground with those who may not agree 
with us—our grief. Simply staying in 
that grief, without judgment seems to 
create a place where God can move 


hearts. O 
sek ok kok 


Arlington West: The Film contain 
sixty-four interviews, with soldiers and 
Marines en route to and returning from 
the war in Iraq, plus interviews with 
military families. This moving 56- 
minute documentary by longtime 
activist-artists Sally Marr and Peter 
Dudar presents a “temporary cemetery” 
in the sand, erected every Sunday by 
thesVeterans For Peace in Santa 
Barbara, Santa Monica, Oceanside and 
other locations. An _ excellent 
discussion-starter, it is available at http:/ 
/www.arlingtonwestfilm.com for 
$14.95 plus $2 for postage and 
handling. 


Laughing Quaker, Silent Buddha 


by Bob Morse 
South Mountain Friends Meeting, 
Ashland, OR 


*m not alone in my perception that 

Buddhist meditative techniques 

provide precise advice for quieting 
the mind while sitting in Quaker 
Meeting for Worship. But my 
assumption that Quaker literature lacks 
similar guidance was challenged even 
before my arriving at Ben Lomond 
Quaker Center, a retreat and conference 
haven situated in the Redwood forest 
near Santa Cruz. In preparation for a 
weekend exploration of Buddhist 
practices among Friends, we 
participants read A Quaker in the Zendo, 
the Pendle Hill pamphlet authored by 
Steve Smith, our prospective workshop 
facilitator. 

Steve chronicled how his Buddhist 
practice led him to find the Quaker 
directions for spiritual formation. 
Expectant waiting, Steve contends, 
challenges us to neither fantasize the 
Light nor plunge into the shadow; we 
are invited to notice our emerging 
thoughts and regard them with benign 
detachment, to observe our troubles 
without immersing in them. To 
paraphrase George Fox, we are to focus 
on the Light which had brought our 
attention to our distractions and allow 
our connection with Spirit to unfold. 

The direction of the retreat arose 
from the premise that our encounters 
with Buddhism deepen our spiritual 
experience as Friends. We grounded the 
weekend in a covenant of caring, 
acknowledging the folly of spiritual 
teachings if we cannot love, recognizing 
that the spiritual unfoldment to which 
we seekers were led required the trust 
which grows out of attentiveness to 
ourselves and each other. The strength 
of such support was tested when we 
were invited to face that part of our lives 
with which we were most tormented. 
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With such sanction, in small worship- 
sharing groups, we were free to explore 
the depth of our truth, without skirting 
that which was painful. Instead of 
pursuing the well trod paths of acting 
out our suffering or suppressing our 
pain, we were encouraged to be simply 
allowing. If it’s true that each person is 
a holy place, then perhaps we were 
cleaning our temples by being our 
suffering. At its root, to be comfortable 
is not to be at ease but to be with 
strength, and it took strength—and 
courage—to surrender to the stressing 
in order to draw out the blessing. 

Becoming so vulnerable could be a 
lonely, scary experiment, but I found 
myself in supportive company when I 
took my newly’ encountered 
vulnerability for a walk through the 
outdoor labyrinth. Re/easing as | 
entered, receiving as I centered, 
returning as I  exited—the 
recommended labyrinth mantra 
paralleled my rhythm of breathing. 
Among the towering Redwoods, the 
gentle and not-so-gentle rain knew well 
its role in our cleansing. 

The moist air which engendered the 
verdant lushness without expanded my 
lungs within, inadvertently preparing 
me for the subsequent plenary session 
on awakening to presence. In the words 
of the Zen master Dogen, “To be 
enlightened is to be intimate with all 
things.” The silence of meeting for 
worship is itself testimony to the 
inadequacy of language to describe the 
profundity of being Spirit-filled. Within 


such stillness, my inner voice recited 
this haiku: dropping down within/ 
invisible arms embrace/me and not me 
merge. Inspirational music helped 
extend the inward Lightness of worship 
as we wordlessly drew, creatively 
wrote, or artistically shaped Spirit into 
form. Surrounded by picturesque 
collages, my journal seemed to write 
itself, as a prolonged presence of spirit 
filled both me and the room, as the room 
grew into my entire universe, and as 
memories of God-filled moments 
enriched my here/now. I am united with 
the Light within, my journal 
proclaimed, when love is so palpable 
that memory of fear no longer exists, 
when acknowledging the potency of 
intention over the bravado of mind, 
when recalling my witness to my sons’ 
first breaths and my mom’s last breath, 
and when even outer adversity can’t 
shatter my inner truth and ambient 
violence can’t disturb my quiet peace. 
In such depth of serious inner reflection, 
I could not have known what spiritual 
practice would be later offered to 


balance out the day: laughing 
meditation. 
Time for closure arrived. 


Predicting that the rigors of daily living 
would readily unravel the spiritual 
tapestry which we had collectively 
woven, Steve proposed that the faith 
that sustains awareness finds its polarity 
in fear. Out of our determination to 
replace fear with trust and confidence 
emerged the query of What Would Love 
Do? 

Having returned to love, the 
premise of our covenant of caring, we 
found ourselves reflecting on our 
personal histories with Friends and 
Buddhism, attesting to each path’s 
propensity for sustaining awareness. 
Comments popcorned throughout the 
room, affirming the ways in which 
Buddhism and Quakerism inform, 
reform, shape, and sharpen each other. 
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My mind fell distantly silent. An 
impassioned vocal ministry in defense 
of the Quaker experience opened my 
heart, and an epiphany rippled 
throughout my being. On the verge of 
rejoining the world of shallow, 
immediate solutions, we were 
pondering enigmatic queries. 

Shifting my perspective from 
content to process, | felt instantly sated 
by the time-honored practice of 
worship-sharing, where queries are a 
conduit through which we connect with 
Spirit. In worship-sharing as someone 


breaks the silence, our monkey-minds 
distract with recoll-ections, hunger for 
clarifications, and beg for answers to 
detail-laden questions. I realized that 
not interrupting the speaker teaches the 
skill of listening, and our comments and 
questions fade into insignificance. 
Meanwhil,e Spirit flows through 
the unimpeded speaker, bringing 
spiritual depth and new dimensions to 
all present. As in the poem by Rilke, 
Quaker process guides us to “be patient 
toward all that is unsolved in [our] 


Ben Lomond Quaker 
Center Encourages 
Social Change 
As New Retreat Facility 
Nears Completion 


by Walter Sullivan 
Ben Lomond Quaker Center 


After seven years of planning, 
design and fundraising, the Ben 
Lomond Quaker Center has completed 
the final stages of renovation and 
expansion of the dining room and 
kitchen of its Redwood Lodge facility. 

With this project, local Quakers, 
their friends, and supporters are making 
a significant public commitment to 
serve progressive social change 
organizations in the greater Santa Cruz 
and San Francisco Bay areas. 

Work was completed in early April, 
2005. The formal dedication, open to 
the public, will take place at the Ben 
Lomond Quaker Center, immediately 
following the close of College Park 
Quarterly Meeting’s annual spring 
sessions, on Sunday, May 15", 2005. 

Ben Lomond Quaker Center Co- 
director, Walter Hjelt Sullivan, 
comments, “We are thrilled that this 
project is coming to fruition at this time. 
With all the talk about religious political 
values and the election, I am proud to 
say that this faith community is actively 
engaged with a progressive vision, 
supporting organizations that create 
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heart[s] and try to love the questions 
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peace, work for justice, and heal the 
environment. We hope that low-income 
people and the organizations that are 
important to them will use this space 
and return home, revitalized for the 
important work that needs to be done.” 

Prior to demolition, the Redwood 
Lodge facility already provided one of 
the most affordable venues in northern 
California for small community groups 
to retreat, rejuvenate, and recommit to 
the work of human care and social 
transformation. The new building will 
provide a more versatile conference 
facility appropriate for small innovative 
programs and an economical space for 
small low-income community groups to 
do staff and board retreats as well as 
other residential programming. The 
completed project will provide dining 
and meeting space for groups up to 30 
and include dance or exercise space not 


themselves” and Buddhist practice 
directs us “not [to] seek the answers 
which cannot be given [us] because [we] 
would not be able to live them, and the 
point is to live everything.” 

I then knew that I had nothing to 
fear about returning to the everyday 
world as my mindful inner Buddhist had 
strengthened my faith in Quaker 
practice.O 


Bob Morse is the clerk of South 


Mountain Friends Meeting, Ashland, 
OR.. 


available elsewhere on the Quaker 
Center property. 

Santa Cruz area supporter Janie Yett 
says, “I am helping to launch a renewed 
and lovely space, where even cash- 
strapped groups can gather, reflect, and 
plan their work for a better world. 
Helping to create such a space is a 
powerful legacy that will have ripple 
effects for decades to come.” 

The first group scheduled to use the 
newly renovated facility is the American 
Medical Students Association. AMSA is 
a student-governed, non-profit 
organization committed to representing 
the concerns of physicians-in-training 
and dedicated to understanding and 
addressing the problems of the 
medically underserved, inequalities in 
our health-care system, and related 
issues in medical education (http:// 
www.amsa.org/). The group will holda 
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four-week rotation on alternative 
medicine and social justice for medical 
students immediately prior to 
graduation. 

Thanks to generous donations from 
Quaker Center’s friends and supporters, 
the project is 90% paid for and user fees 
will not have to be raised to cover the 
costs of construction. Additional 
donations from the general public 
would contribute significantly to the 
success of the project. 

The Redwood Lodge, originally 
constructed in 1968, was the first major 
step in a plan to develop the Ben 
Lomond property for use by the public. 
The facility, constructed by volunteers 
in the late sixties, was in need of 
significant repair and did not provide 
adequate workshop or dining space for 
the number of people that can be housed 
in the adjacent bedrooms. 


Among Friends, Quaker Center is 
known for offering programs focusing 
on Quakerism, spiritual growth, and 
social justice. In addition, Quaker 
Center has provided over $25,000 in 
subsidies to local and regional non- 
profit organizations during the past 
three years. Vanessa Cooper, Board 
Member of the African Refugee 
Women Rebuilders, comments, 
“[ARWR] is a_ volunteer-run 
organization with a tiny budget. [Our] 
retreat would not have been possible 
without the subsidy provided by 
Quaker Center... .The friendships and 
understandings [established there] will 
help support the Board as it goes 
forward in carrying out its action plan.” 

Now that the construction phase 
is complete, Quaker Center plans to 
begin wider outreach and publicity in 
the local non-profit community. 


The building was designed by 
local architect G. Schultz and built by 
San Lorenzo Valley contractor Paul 
Dahlen. The project incorporates 
some of the latest elements of green 
architecture, including sustainably 
harvested lumber where feasible; 
paints, glues, and solvents with low 
levels of volatile organic compounds; 
and state-of-the-art energy efficient 
lighting and heating. 

Funds to pay for the project have 
been raised primarily from the northern 
California Quaker com-munity and 
friends of Quaker Center. To date, 
Quaker Center has raised more than 
$390,000 of the $435,000 estimated 
final cost of the project. Tax-deductible 
contributions from Friends and fromn 
the local community to help complete 
the project would be greatly apprec- 
iated.O 


16 - 24 August 2008, Lancaster University, UK 


by Maya Wright 


Intermountain Yearly Meeting WGYF 


Representative 


Nearly every Wednesday now I 
spend an evening hour talking on the 
phone with young Quakers all over 
North America who make up the all- 
volunteer American Based Planning 
Committee for the World Gathering of 
Young Friends 2005 (WGYF). 

In August, several hundred young 
Quakers from Yearly Meetings 
worldwide will gather at Lancaster 
University in England for the WGYF. 
All the participants will be Quakers, and 
yet there will be amazing diversity: 18- 
year-olds and 35-year-olds, Bolivians 
and Kenyans, Evangelical and 
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conservative Quakers and all things 
between. We recognize the challenges 
this presents, and we hope to bring the 
fruits of those challenges back to our 
own Quaker communities so that we 
may all grow from what is learned in 
England. 

Young Friends, primarily in 
Britain but now world-wide, have 
been working for over six years to 
organize this gathering, which will 
bring together youth from Yearly 
Meetings all over the globe. These 
young people have volunteered their 
{ime tO —SCCUTe wae cic me OL hc 


1985 Young Friends Gathering 


= 


conference, notify Friends 
organizations and meetings across the 
globe of the gathering, translate and 
process applications in many 
languages, and even gather a group of 
spiritual advisors to attend the WGYF 
to support all of those present. The 
result, we hope, will be a new sense 
of unity among us, inspired by the 
theme of the Gathering, William 
Penn’s words, “Let us then see what 
Love will do,” with the subtext from 
John 15, “I am the vine and you are 
the branches. Now what fruit shall 
we bear?” 
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The Vision Statement for the 
WGYF 2005 reads, “The World 
Gathering of Young Friends will bring 
together Friends aged 18-35 from 
around the world to build community 
within the next generation of Quaker 
leaders. We will study and learn from 
our heritage, share our present day 
expressions of faith, and discern how 
Christ, our present teacher, is guiding 
us to facilitate understanding within our 
Quaker family. By sharing experiences 
of living Quaker testimony from our 
varied cultures, we seek to ask humbly 
for guidance and to open ourselves to 
the possibility of transformation.” 

This will not be an easy task, 
as the Young Friends who participated 
in the 1985 World Gathering in North 
Carolina share in their epistle, yet they 


arrived at a hopeful conclusion: “Our 
differences are our richness, but also our 
problem. We have often wondered 
whether there is anything Quakers today 
can say as one. After much struggle we 
have discovered that we can proclaim 
this: there is a living God at the centre 
of all, who is available to each of us as 
a Present Teacher at the very heart of 
our lives.” 

Moses Sasaka, a 2005 applicant 
from Kenya, wrote of a similar hope in 
his application, “My hopes/visions/ 
dreams for the WGYF is that it may not 
just be the beginning and the end.” Or, 
as it was so eloquently put by Josh 
Medlin, representative of Indiana 
Yearly Meeting, “The WGYF is more 
than just a week in Lancaster, but a 
broader and more powerful inter- 


national spiritual, social movement.” 
We invite all Friends to join it. 
TheAmerican Based Planning 
Committee is currently working to raise 
$122,000, not counting those funds 
raised for individual participant’s trips, 
for the general costs of the Gathering, 
and to help support Quakers in poorer 
countries who wish to come. Your 
support would be warmly welcomed. T- 
shirts, DVD’s and prep booklets are for 
sale on the website. Donations should 
be made out to the “World Gathering 
of Young Friends” and can be sent to 
the North American Based Committee 
at PO Box 85884, Seattle, WA 98145. 
For more information on the World 
Gathering of Young Friends or to 
contact the planning committees, see 
our website: www.weyf.org.0 


MEMORIAL MINUTES 


MARJORIE COHEN 


Marjorie Cohen, a treasured member 
of Marloma Long Beach (CA) Monthly 
Meeting and wife of Mickey Cohen, passed 
away on March 12, 2005. She had suffered 
for many years from weak lungs and severe 
allergies and finally succumbed to 
pneumonia. Her death came as a surprise 
despite her long illness, for she had always 
rallied from times of severe weakness in the 
past. 

Born August 30, 1936, in Centralia, IL, 
Marjorie Marie Cohen earned a degree in 
psychology at Washington University in St. 
Louis, MO, following her first marriage. In 
January 1976 she and Mickey were married 
in Miami, FL. Mickey’s work took them 
from there to Texas and finally to California, 
where they arrived in 1978. Marj went on 
to earn a Masters Degree in psychological 
counseling from Loyola Marymount 
College in Westchester, graduating with 
honors. She was able to work for about a 
year, counseling teens in a drug and alcohol 
center before her illness overtook her. 

Marj and Mickey became regular 
attenders of Marloma Long Beach Monthly 
Meeting, joining as members in 1993. At 
one time Marj expended her limited energy 
running the children’s program for a few 
weeks and bonded with the children from 
the inner city who had adopted our Meeting. 
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As her illness worsened, however, she 
became unable to attend weekly meetings 
for worship and became more isolated. 
Nevertheless she never lost interest in the 
outside world and continued meeting 
monthly with our Ministry and Oversight 
Committee until just three days before her 
death. 

In their nearly 30 years of marriage, 
Marj and Mickey had a remarkably close 
relationship. Marj continued serving others 
to the best of her ability with courage, 
always speaking from the heart. She had a 
strong sense of right and wrong and was 
unafraid to voice her views firmly but with 
gentle compassion. She is deeply missed 
among us. 

She is survived by her husband, two 
children and three grandchildren. 0 


Mary ELIZABETH WITTER BOOTH 
MIULLMAN 


Born April 27, 1914, to missionary 
parents Theodore and Mildred Nasmith 
Witter, in Podili, (POH-DA-LA), S. India, 
Mary Millman died of polycystic kidney 
disease on January 7, 2005 in Eugene, 
Oregon. She was 90 years old. 

A letter written at age 11 from boarding 
school, to her father, will help explain why 
this biography leans toward describing who 
Mary was, a little more than what she did. 
She wrote in part, “Dear Daddy.... I wish 
to form good character habits so please 


write a preachy long letter and tell me how 
to study, how to form a basis of plain living, 
in a right way so that people will like me 
and I will be the kind of person people like 
to have about. (Should you try to cultivate 
a quality you do not have?) Please tell me 
where I may improve.” 

Mary never stopped trying and, I think, 
never really understood how far she had 
come in reaching her goal. 

Her childhood was a mixture of 
freedom, vitality, accomplishment, distress 
and desperation. As the oldest daughter of 
four, Mary enjoyed many pleasures usually, 
in those days, given only to a son, including 
extensive camping and hunting trips with 
her father. All the girls roller skated, did 
daily exercises on their third floor flat roof; 
enjoyed star-gazing, kite-flying, and other 
more precarious feats unknown to their 
parents. There were numerous family 
performances, programs, and con-certs, 
including stilt parades that caused their 
Indian neighbors to wonder if by chance all 
four children’s legs were broken. They 
played knee-deep in the mud of the 
bulrushes, slid down the sluice during 
irrigation time, and had puff ball fights with 
the Indian boys. Pets abounded. 

Strict discipline accompanied this play 
and freedom, with moral high ground the 
focus. There were dreaded head-washings 
with stinging native nut shampoos, painful 
scalp scrapings, and a kerosene rinse. And 
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Come to the 
Atomic Testing 
Museum! There’s 
fun for the whole 
family! 


Do you and your family want to learn 
to love the Bomb? Come to the Atomic 
Museum in Albuquerque, NM, or to the 
new Testing Museum in Nevada! You 
won t see any signs of the, well, unpleas- 
antness that nuclear weapons some- 
times cause to innocent civilians. The 
friendly docents and hands-on exhibits 
will show you that our weapons of mass 
destruction, unlike those of our enemies, 
are family friendly. Maybe you'll even 
want to buy some souvenirs at the gift 
shoppe. Like a shot glass with replicas 
of the Fat Man or Little Boy (as the 
bombs dropped on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki are affectionately called), an 
Albert Einstein action figure, an atomic 
tie, a mushroom cloud mousepad, and 
cute atomic T-shirts. There are stock- 
ing stuffers for everyone! 

Not all Americans agree that we 
should thank God for the atomic bomb. 
Some, like Mary Jorgensen and other 
Quaker spoilsports who went to the 
opening of the Atomic Testing Museum 
in Nevada when it opened on February 
20, think that nuclear weapons arent 
particularly good for children and other 
living things.—Editor. 
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_-— Teach your kids 
“™» to love the bomb! —e 


Buy this cool mushroom cloud mousepad 
and other fun trinkets from the Nevada 


AtomicTesting Museum gift shoppe! 


Nevada Desert 
Experience 


The mission of Nevada 
Desert Experience (NDE) is to 
stop nuclear weapons testing 

through a campaign of 

prayer, 

education, dialogue, and 

nonviolent direct action. 
NDE mobilizes people of faith 

to work toward nuclear 

abolition. 
For more information, 
go to 

nevadadesertexperience.org 


Quaker Weekend at 
the Nevada Test Site 


by Mary Jorgensen 
Grass Valley (CA) Meeting 


When the Atomic Testing Museum 
opened on February 20, around 50 


people, mostly Quakers, from Califor- 
nia and Nevada went to protest. 

Some of us took the (free) govern- 
ment bus to the test site. They try to sell 
you on supporting atomic energy and 
certainly play down any negative ef- 
fects. 

The bus leader told us we wouldn’t 
have any electricity without atomic en- 
ergy. And handling the waste is no great 
problem. In Hiroshima, a 14-kiloton 
bomb was expoded. On the test site, they 
had exploded a 242-megaton bomb— 
12,000 times that of Hiroshima. I asked 
why, but didn’t get an answer. 

On a bus a very negative picture was 
given of the protesters, so I talked to the 
tour speaker, saying that we had been at 
the test site several times and never saw 
what he described. He apologized and 
then made a more positive statement. 

“Fifteen thousand people once 
worked at the site,” he explained. “Now 
there are only 2,000.” More money is 
needed for more testing and to make 
“bunker busters,” which can burrow in 
the earth and hit hidden weapons. 

On Saturday, Congress persons and 
other officials were there honoring the 
Museum’s opening. The major address 
was given by Linton T. Brooks, 
Undersecretary for Nuclear Security. He 
said because of the testing program’s 
display of fearsome power during the 
Cold War, the “Apocalypse never 
came.” The Museum, he said, helps us 
celebrate victory in America’s longest 
wat. 

Sunday was opening day for 
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ordinary citizens. Our group went with 
signs and many of us wore T-shirts with 
a quote by Martin Luther King: “A 
nation that continues to spend more 
money on military defense than on 
programs of social uplift is approaching 
spiritual death.” Signs said, “No Nukes 
Is Good Nukes.” Others showed 
Hiroshima before the atomic bomb was 
dropped and after, 
when 150,000 died 
and 177,000 were 
made homeless. 

Our street posters 
received fairly good 
attention—with many 
cars honking. 

The young people 
from The Woolman 
Semester at Sierra 
Friends Center and 
other people kept up 
the spirit of us all with 
their peace signs and 
waving. Others went 
through the Museum 
and tried to talk to 
people. 

Mr. Johnson, the head of the 
Museum, approached Terry Fieldhouse 
and me as we sat at a table eating snacks 
and asked us for our comments. We both 
felt that the museum was telling only 
one side of the story. They said the 1,375 
square miles of desert land was given 
by another part of the government. In 
truth, land was taken that had been 
deeded by treaty to the American 
Indians. 

The Museum story suggests that the 
Nevada testing program was to strip the 
bombs of the fear and awe they inspired 
and make them seem like ordinary 
weapons that could be tactically used on 
the battlefield. 

They never acknowledged the 
downwind fallout in huge areas of Utah 
and Nevada, nor the rising number of 
cancer cases. They never acknowledged 
the cancers of the soldiers who were 
brought out to watch the tests. One 
participant’s husband was one of the 
soldiers; he died of cancer at an early 
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age. There are still court cases pending. 

Now we go to war to deter other 
countries from developing nuclear 
weapons while the US has: 

¢ 6,000 warheads in its arsenal. 

¢ 18 submarines, each of which can 
destroy one to six thousand cities the 
size of Hiroshima 

* A budget of $6 billion-plus in the 
last year dedicated to its nuclear 


“Sedan” Crater mousp 


weapons complex, of which $3.3 
billion a year is used just for Trident 
subs. 

Zachary Moon told us that a faith- 
based group of demonstrators has kept 
prayer vigils at the gates for decades 
and wants to give voice to some of the 
missing pieces. 

The government gave half of the 
money for the museum, so why doesn’t 
it represent the whole story? 

A consortium of people living 
downwind of the test site called the 
museum “a monument to propaganda.” 
We will never know how many people 
and animals died of the radiation. We 
heard none of this on the bus tour. 

The government plans to bury 
thousands of barrels of the waste in 
Yucca Mountain. The half life of 
plutonium waste is as much as 250,000 
years. A Nevada activist told our group 
that it would take five years to haul all 
the barrels of waste across the country 


from all the nuclear sites. By that time 
the mountain would be full and another 
five years of waste would have built up 
at the nuclear sites. Nevada has been 
fighting against the waste being brought 
there for two important reasons: the 
first being that there is an earthquake 
fault in the area, and the second 
involving skepticism about the life 
expectancy of barrrels containing the 
waste. 0 


To find out more, contact 
the Nevada Desert 
Experience, PO Box 46645, 
Las Vegas, NV 89114-6645. 
Phone: 702-646-4814. 
E-mail: nde@peacenet.org 


NDE PRAYER 
FOR THE END OF 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS 


God of faithfulness and 
promise, 
Lover of all creation, 

Hear our prayer for an end to 
nuclear weapons testing. 
You named us prophets 
to preserve and nurture your 
creation: 
all peoples, all life, indeed, the 
Mother Earth herself. 
Enlighten our efforts 
to end nuclear weapons testing 
research and development; 
Energize our wills for 
the restoration of creation. 
Inspire and guide all who pray 
and work nonviolently, 

So that your promised peace 
will fill our world 
with lives rich in your love. 
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always, the need to be good, very good; the 
need to share their mother’s care and time 
with the compound’s native Indian boys; 
the need to accept fourth place in their 
father’s attention, after his work, after his 
wife, after his father. 

As each girl reached her seventh year, 
she was sent to boarding school near 
Madras, India. 

It was during these early years that 
Mary formed her first personal relationship 
with natural wonders—the constellations, 
the sun, moon, and ocean—the hills and 
mountains she climbed—the banyon trees 
whose wide, twisting, arms provided 
refuge—the mulberry trees from which 
leaves were stitched together with fine 
twigs to form plates. She called the rivers 
and streams her sisters, the trees her 
cousins, and later the ocean would become 
her mother. The earth was her dwelling 
place. This love of nature continued to 
sustain her with solace and comfort through 
the aloneness and depression she 
experienced when, at 15, she was left in 
the United States for seven years, while the 
rest of her family returned to India after a 
furlough. 

Mary was graduated from Wellesly 
College in 1935, and later earned a master’s 
degree in Library Science. She married 
Owen Booth, a free-spirited sign painter 
and cabinet maker, in 1937. Mary was 
pregnant when they moved to Taos, New 
Mexico, from New York City, not knowing 
a soul, but wanting their imminent twins, 
Heather and Annie, to know the natural 
world from birth. They lived two miles from 
the ancient Taos pueblo, while Mary was 
employed by the Taos County Project of 
the Harwood Foundation, a social 
experiment in cooperative living. 

Owen died of a sudden heart attack at 
Taos in 1973. After 36 years of marriage 
and two years as a widow, Mary met Arthur 
Millman at Pacific Yearly Meeting in Ben 
Lomond Quaker Center in California. They 
were married in Santa Rosa, California on 
Valentine’s Day, 1975. Arthur had taken 
early retirement from his work as a research 
mechanical designer. They were married 
almost 30 years before Mary’s death. They 
lived in Tuscon, Arizona and Newburg, 
Oregon, before settling in Eugene, OR, in 
1985. Mary often spoke of how she 
appreciated Arthur’s teaching her a greater 
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understanding of music. 

Mary began her active membership 
with Friends in 1947 at West Chester, PA. 
She later joined Santa Rosa Meeting (CA), 
Pima Meeting in Tuscon, AZ, Multnomah 
Meeting in Portland, OR; and finally, 
Eugene (OR) Friends Meeting. She lived 
out her belief that one should make a full 
commitment to one’s home meeting by 
holding numerous offices and committee 
positions, by faithful attendance at meetings 
for worship for business, and active 
participation in meeting rvents. She loved 
us well; she loved all of our children. 

A published writer since her 15th year, 
she wrote book reviews, essays, articles, 
and poems for numerous Quaker 
publications, including The Friends 
Journal, Friendly Woman, Friends 
Bulletin, The Inward Light, and What Canst 
Thou Say? 

Diagnosed with kidney disease, she 
was moved to consider God’s will for her 
life. She wrote, “I believe I am to enjoy 
life,to love,to give thanks, to relate to 
others, to do what I can to alleviate any 
suffering I see around me.” She added that 
she was contemplating “the void,” 
imagining her life, at death, piled on a giant 
compost heap for future generations. She 
said her hardest job during her dying, would 
be to let go even of the hope not to appear 
“unseemly” in her final hours, or to be a 
burden to others. She wrote of how hard it 
is for many of us brought up to be self- 
reliant and service-oriented, to let go of 
being fully in charge: “we have forgotten 
that life itselfis a gift, beyond our control.” 

Mary wrote this of the memorial 
meeting for worship: “We experience the 
communion of spirit. For a while we dwell 
in the eternal. We see how individuals 
derive a unique, personal, nature 
interpersonally through many relationships. 
We discover anew that we are all branches 
on the same vine. We need one another to 
be truly ourselves. As George Fox said, ‘We 
are written in one another’s hearts’”(Epistle 
O47 1652): 

Mary, you are written in our hearts. We 
thank you for showing us a fine way to live 
and to die. We will remember, always, your 
words, spoken daily and often during your 
last weeks: 

“T feel so happy!” 

“This is such a wonderful feeling!” 

“Tam so grateful to my Arthur and all 
my friends.” O 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Publications 


QUAKER LIFE—INFORMING AND EQUIPPING 
FRIENDS AROUND THE WORLD. Free sample avail- 
able upon request. Join our family of Friends for one 
year (10 issues) at $24. For information contact: 

Quaker Life 

101 Quaker Hill Drive 

Richmond, IN 47374 

Phone: 765-962-7573 

E-mail: QuakerLife@fum.org 


Website: www.fum.org 


VINTAGE Books, Quaker Books. Rare and out- 
of-print journals, history, religion. Contact us 
for specific wants. 181 Hayden Rowe St, 
Hopkinton, MA 01748. Phone: 508-435-3499. 
E-mail: vintage@gis.net. 

JOIN THE FELLOWSHIP OF QUAKERS IN THE 
ARTS ($25/year), and share your work with 
Friends in our exciting quarterly, “Types & 
Shadows.” Seeking short fiction & non-fiction, 
poetry, drawings, B&W photos, and news of 
Quaker art. Help create a new chapter in 
Quaker History! More info: FQA, 1515 Cherry 
St, Philadelphia, PA 19102. Email submissions 
OK. <fqa@quaker.org> <www.quaker.org/fqa> 


_ friends Journal has published 
™®, “Quaker Thought and Life 
ml oday” for nearly 50 years, suc- 

ceeding periodicals that date 
from the roth century. Learn 
more about Quaker concerns 
and activities through this monthly maga- 
zine. Save 42 percent off the cover price. 
Receive 12 issues (one full year) for only 
$35. Contact: Friends Journal, Dept. FB, 
1216 Arch Strect, 2a, Philadelphia, PA 19107. 


<Info@friendsjournal.org>. 


Schools, Retreat Centers, Camps, and 


Retirement Homes 


BEN LOMOND QUAKER CENTER: Personal 
retreats, family reunions, weddings, retreats, and 
our own schedule of Quaker Programs. Among 
the redwoods, near Santa Cruz, CA. 831-336- 
8333. http://www.quakercenter.org. 
IRA 

FRIENDS HOUSE Is A MULTILEVEL RETIRE- 
MENT COMMUNITY offering independent liv- 
ing apartments and houses, an assisted care liv- 
ing facility, skilled nursing, and an adult day 
services program serving residents and the 
wider Santa Rosa, CA community. Located in 
Santa Rosa, Friends House is easily accessible 
to San Francisco, the Pacific Coast, redwood 
forests, and the vineyards of Sonoma and Napa 
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counties. Friends House is owned and oper- 
ated by Friends Association of Services for the 
Elderly (FASE), a California not-for-profit cor- 
poration. The facility and Board of Directors 
are strongly influenced by Quaker traditions. 
The welfare and growth of persons within an 
environment which stresses independence is 
highly valued. Tour Friends House at our 
website at www.friendshouse.org. Friends 
House, 684 Benicia Drive, Santa Rosa, CA 
95409. 707-538-0152. 


eK 


THE WOOLMAN SEMESTER offers Friends 
education to 16 to 18 year olds focused on Peace, 
Justice and Sustainability while living simply in 
Community. Four rigorously academic courses 
yield a full semester of high school credit and 
120 hours of community service. Shows 
independence and aptitude in a university-like 
setting on applications. Visit 
www.woolman.org and contact Kathy Runyan at 
530-273-3183. Sliding scale tuition & Quaker 
Scholarships support all qualified teens. 


college 


TREE 


WELLSPRINGS FRIENDS SCHOOL: alternative, 
accredited high school grades 9-12. Rooted in 
the Quaker spirit of simplicity, community, 
nonviolence, honoring the Light in every per- 
son. Open enrollment. Climate of affirmation. 
3590 W 18th Avenue, Eugene, OR 97402. 541- 
686-1223. FAX: 541-687-1493. Dennis 
Hoerner, Head. 

ACCOMMODATIONS: WILLIAM PENN HOuseE, 
WASHINGTON, DC. Quaker Seminars, youth 
programs, bed and breakfast. 5 blocks from the 
Capitol, Supreme Court and near Smithsonian 
Museums. Shared accommodations for individu- 
als and groups. Gays, lesbians and people of color 
are welcome. 515 East Capitol St SE, Wash- 
ington, DC 20003. Phone: 202-543-5560. FAX: 
202-543-3814. director®wmpennhouse.org, 
www. Quaker.org/penn-house. 

POSITIONS OPEN: Interns, 9-12 month com- 
mitment. Assist with hospitality and seminar 
planning at William Penn House. Room & 
board with small stipend. Applications from 
gays, lesbians and people of color are welcome. 
5 blocks from the Capitol, Supreme Court and 
near the Smithsonian Museums. See contact 


info above. 
ARR 


WILLIAM J. PAPpp PORTLAND FRIENDS 


Concerned Singles 


links compatible, socially conscious singles 
who care about peace, social justice, diversity, 
gender equity, and the health of the planet. 
Nationwide / Canada. All ages. Since 1984. 
FREE SAMPLE: Box 444-FB, Lenox Dale, MA 01242 
413-243-4350 or www.concernedsingles.com 
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SCHOOL, located in SW Portland, OR. A 
Friends school for children, grades K-8, rooted 
in Quaker values. Children are provided with a 
quality academic and a developmentally appro- 
priate education. The school environment is 
caring and nurturing with strong emphasis on 
nonviolent conflict resolution. For information, con- 
tact Judy Smith, portlandfriendss@qwest.net or 503- 
245-8164. 


Services 


SINGLE Book LOVERS has been getting unat- 
tached people who like to read together since 
1970. Nationwide and run by Friends. SBL, 
P© Box 74, Swarthmore, PA 19039. 
SBL@compuserve.com. 800-773-3437. 

JOIN THE FOLKS AT FRIENDLY HORSE 
ACRES FOR A DAY AT A HORSE FARM. All 
ages welcome. Camps are set up to encour- 
age confidence in people who are fearful 
of horses, as well as more experienced horse 
lovers. Learn to see the world from the 


horse’s point Outs view. Visit 
www.friendlyhorseacres.com. Phone: 
360-825-3628. E-mail:  friendlaverne 


@friendlyhorseacres.com. 


Tours and Opportunities 


CONSIDER A Costa Rica Stupy Tour. Visit the 
Quaker community of Monteverde. See the 
cloud forest and two oceans. Write Sarah 
Stuckey, Apdo 46-5655, Monteverde, Costa 
Rica. Phone/FAX: 011 506-645-5436 or 520- 
364-8694 or E-mail: crstudy@racsa.co.cr. 
Website: www.crstudytours.com. 

oeR RE 
CONSIDER THE ARIZONA FRIENDS COMMU- 
NITY FOR YOUR NEXT, OR YOUR SECOND, 
HOME. 360 degree mountain views, 4,000 ft 
elevation, often near-perfect weather, among 
good friends. Write Roy Joe and Ruth Stuckey, 
6567 N San Luis Obispo Drive, Douglas, AZ 
85607. Website: arizonafriends.com. 
QUAKER WRITERS, EDITORS, AND 
PUBLISHERS. ARE INVITED TO JOIN QUIP 
(QUAKERS UNITING IN PUBLISHING). An 
international “self help” organization of 
theologically diverse Friends concerned with 
the ministry of the written word. Contact 
Graham Garner at grahamG@fgcquaker.org. 
Website: www.quaker.org/quip. 


“ARE YOU SATISFIED?” CD of original music, 
Quakerly concerns: life as a hopeful spiritual 
journey, personal & political resolutions. Listen, 


read lyrics at http://www. lauriechilders.com/, 
also cdbaby.com/Ichilders. 


FR 


FRIENDS PLANNING TO MOVE CAN REQUEST 


ASSISTANCE FROM Davibd BROWN, A 
QUAKER REALTOR. David will refer you to a 
real estate professional to assist you with buy- 
ing and/or selling a home anywhere in the USA. 
E-mail: Davidhbrown@mindspring.com. 
aka 

CusTOM CALLIGRAPHY. Marriage certificates; 
celebrations of commitment; 
documents for newborn or adopted children. 


Visit my website: www.wynnellewellyn.com or 
call me to discuss your needs: 413-634-5576 


RK 


naming 


MONTEVERDE FRIENDS SCHOOL, COSTA 
RICA, SEEKS EXPERIENCED TEACHERS and 
administrators for August 2005. See 
www.mfschool.org/teaching/jobs.htm. 

THE PEACEABLE TABLE, SUCCESSOR TO 
THE FRIENDLY VEGETARIAN. A monthly 
online journal for vegetarian Quakers and 
others. Articles, recipes, book and film 
reviews, letters. www.vegetarianfriends.net. 


AFSC/INTERMOUNTAIN YM 

JoINT SERVICE PROJECT: 
QUAKER WORK CAMPS FOR TEENS AND 
ADULTS. Spring and fall in Mexico, sum- 
mer with Oglala Lakota. Contact Mike 
Gray. E-mail: MGray@afsc.org or 520- 
907-6321. Website: afsc.org. 


— 


COMPASSIONATE LISTENING WORKSHOP 
AT SANTA Monica FRIENDS MEETING, 
Santa Monica CA, May 20-22. This 
experiential workshop is for those 
wanting to strengthen their skills as 
peacemakers and cultivate compassion 
in their daily lives. Compassionate 
Listening is a powerful tool for 
reconciliation used to initiate peace- 
building efforts in conflict at all levels: 
personal, community and global, 
offering insight and healing for all. 
For info, 
compassionatelistening.org or 
editor of Friends Bulletin at 
friendsbulletin@aol.com. 


more contact 


2005 ADVERTISING RATES: $.47per word 

for classifed ads. Minimum charge, $9. 
Box ads: 10% extra. Ads should be prepaid, 
if possible. DEADLINE: six weeks prior to 
publication. Display ADS: $16 per column 
inch. 44 page ad (4.x 4%): $97—1 column 
ad (2% x 10): $139—2 column ad (5 x 
10): $239—% page ad (7% x 4%): 
$169—Full page (742 x 10): $299. Dis- 
counts: 10% for 3 consecutive appear- 
ances, 25% for 10 consecutive appear- 
ances of ad. 
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Call to Intermountain Yearly 
Meeting 2005 


Invitation to the Annual Gathering 
from Cynthia Smith and Hal Wright, 
co-clerks of Yearly Meeting 


Shaking the Foundations: A Call to Prophesy 


“Would that all Gods people were prophets, and that God would put 
the Divine Spirit upon them!” Numbers 11:29 


We invite all Friends to the gathering of Intermountain Yearly 
Meeting, June 12-19, 2005, to be held at Ghost Ranch, near Abiquiu, New 
Mexico. The schedule will be similar to last year’s. The first Sunday noon 
through Wednesday afternoon are the “early days” for fellowship, 


seminars, recreational activities and personal time. The official welcoming 


will be Wednesday evening. We conclude with meeting for worship on 


Sunday morning, June 19. 


Our plenary speaker this year will be Jane Orion Smith, the General 
Secretary of the Canadian Friends Service Committee. After consultation 
with Orion, we have chosen as the theme of Yearly Meeting: Shaking the 
Foundations: a Call to Prophesy. “Prophesy” is a verb. It is what we are 
called to DO. It means “‘to reveal the will or message of God under Divine inspiration, to speak critically against 
social and religious institutions or practices, and to call for change.” 

In various activities at Yearly Meeting, we will explore how one prepares oneself to prophesy, how one feels 
the call and discerns the message given, and how one goes out to prophesy. What if there were more and more 
prophets? What if all God’s people (Quaker and non-Quaker) were prophets? Why, this often violent, materialistic, 
unjust world would truly be shaken to its foundations! 

We extend a special invitation to those who have never before attended Yearly Meeting. Talk to someone who 
has been there and ask them why they come back year after year. Worship sharing...community...the natural beauty 
of the high desert country... solitude...welcoming night...seminars and interest groups...camping... “campfire” 
singing...John Calvi’s healing ministry again this year...the Saturday afternoon meeting for worship...a terrific 
Young Friends’ and children’s program. Last year, 78 of our 295 attenders were children, emerging adults and 


young adults. 


Registration deadline: os 
April 30 y 4 
Contact registrar : 
=~ 
Z at IMYM.ORG - 
today! 


No one should stay home because of financial concerns. Most monthly meetings will provide assistance. The 
Yearly Meeting will assist when the monthly meeting cannot. We are a stronger community with each and every 


one present. 


So come. Be healed. Be touched. Be energized. Be called. This world needs all of God’s people to be prophets. 


Cynthia Smith and Hal Wright, Co-clerks of Yearly Meeting 


“Shaking the 
Foundation: 
A Call to Prophesy” 


by Jane Orion Smith 


[Jane Orion Smith, General Secretary 
of the Canadian Friends Service 
Committee, will be speaking on the 
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theme “Shaking the Foundation: A Call 
to Prophesy” on Thursday morning. 
She has provided the following 
reflections on the Biblical passage that 
states: “Would that all the Lord's 
people were prophets.” ] 


While most agree that the world 
could use a few more prophets, we see 
few people signing up to learn to be one. 


The word “prophesy” itself is highly 
charged with variable meanings these 
days—some of which we may shy 
away from—yet we still recognize the 
need for what prophets bring: radical 
perspectives, a new sense of direction, 
and a call to action led by the Spirit. 
Many Friends believe that it is time 
for the world to be “turned upside 
down’, that this is a time to remember 
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our Quaker roots of prophetic witness, 
of prophesy—that living witness to 
and in the world that speaks of and 
brings about the peaceable kingdom. 
In Numbers 11:29, Moses says in 
exasperation, “Would that all the 
Lord’s people were prophets, that the 
Lord would put his spirit upon them!” 
What makes for good prophets? 
How is one prepared to be one? What 
is their purpose in helping to shake the 
foundations of societies that seem to 
have lost their moral compass? Are 
there too few prophets—too who are 
following their leading? What does the 
mystical tradition of Christianity—of 
Quakerism—have to teach us about 
undertaking “prophesy”? What is the 
radical perspective of Friends in this 


day that can bring a new sense of 
direction? 

The way things will be is not be 
knowable, but who we are and how we 
are in the world are critical pieces of 
the determination, and of the spiritual 
(and material) transformation that we 
are seeking. What is the calling to 
prophesy in these difficult times? Can 
we hear it? And if so, are we ready and 
willing? 

KKK 

JANE OrI0ON SMITH is the General 
Secretary of Canadian Friends Service 
Committee, the peace and service arm 
of Canadian Yearly Meeting. She also 


serves as past chair on the Board of 


Kairos, the ecumenical justice agency 
in Canada. Jane Orion has a concern 


for spiritual discipline as we seek 


leadings, undertake “activism” and 
generally live life. She is also interested 
in dialogue among people of difference, 
particularly branches of Friends. She 
has led workshops and published on 
social concerns, sexuality and 
spirituality, and Quakerism in Canada, 
the USA, and the UK. She served as a 
Friend-in-Residence at Woodbrook 
Quaker College (1996 — 1999). In a 
“previous life,” she was a lighting-and- 
set designer, with a focus on the 
development of new Canadian plays. 
Jane Orion is very happily married to 
Janet Ross Melnyk of Atlanta Friends 
Meeting, a biblical scholar, who will 
be moving to Toronto, Ontario later this 
year. 


CALENDAR ITEMS 


May 13-15, 2005: CoLLeEGrE PARK 
QuARTERLY MEETING. Quaker Center, Ben 
Lomond CA. Quakercenter.org. 


May 13-15: AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE 
Committee VISA ProGram. For more info 
contact Kristina Perry, 530-273-3183. 
www.woolman.org. 


May 20-22, 2005: CREATING A SOUL’S 
COLLAGE: Our annual women’s retreat, 
Create your own unique set of cards using 
your deep intuition and sense of play. Heidi 
Jett and Mary Ann Peterson. Quaker Center, 
Ben Lomond CA.Quakercenter.org. 


May 22-29: MEDITATION INTENSIVE WITH 
MountTAIN STREAM. For more info contact 
Kristina Perry, 530-273-3183. 
www.woolman.org. 


May 28-30: “Sworps INTO PLOWSHARES: 
DEVELOPING FRIENDS’ PEACE WORK FOR 
THE Times AHEAD.” Sponsored by AFSC 
at Gonzoga University in Spokane, WA. 
George Fox University Professor Emeritus 
of History Ralph Beebe will give the 
keynote speech, “The Historical and 
Theological Roots of Friends Peace 
Work.” For the next two days there will 
be invited speakers, workshops, plenary 
gatherings, worship sharing and 
opportunities for building connections 
within the region. For more Conference 
registration materials are available from 
Sheri Day at 206-632-0500 or by email to 
sday@afsc.org at the AFSC-PNWRO in 
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Seattle. For more info about the conference 
contact Kate Hunter at 206 463-5117 or email 
kateahunter@comcast.net. 


JUNE 4-5: CLIMBING KILN FIRING 
INTENSIVE. For more info contact Kristina 
Perry, 530-273-3183. www.woolman.org 


JUNE 12-18: INTERMOUNTAIN YEARLY 
MEETING in Abiqiu, New Mexico. 


JUNE 12-19: Workcamp I with Sue Severin. 
For more info contact Kristina Perry, 530- 
273-3183. www.woolman.org. 


JuNeE 18-19: 1965 JWS ALuMnNI 
REeEuNION.For more info contact Kristina 
Perry, 530-273-3183. www.woolman.org 


JUNE 19-26: QUAKER Camp. Our week for 
friends in S5th-7th grades. Quaker Center 
staff and others. Quaker Center, Ben 
Lomond CA.Quakercenter.org. 


JUNE 19-26: FAMILY WORKCAMP WITH JIM 
ANDERSON. For more info contact Kristina 
Perry, 530-273-3183. www.woolman.org 


JUNE 26-JuULY 2: NONVIOLENT 
COMMUNICATION FAMILY Camp. For more 
info contact Kristina Perry, 530-273-3183. 
www.woolman.org. 


JULY 2-9 FRIENDS GENERAL CONFERENCE 
GATHERING, Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, 
Virginia. 

JuLy 10-23: StERRA FRIENDS CAMP SESSION 
I For 9-14 YEAR OLDS.For more info contact 
Kristina Perry; 530-273-3183. 
www.woolman.org. 


JULY 15 - 24: QUAKER SERVICE Camp Fun 
through service for friends in the 8th -10th 


grades.Quaker Center staff and others. 
Quakercenter.org. 


Juty 16-17: JWS ANNUAL ALUMNI 
GATHERING.For more info contact Kristina 
Perry, 530-273-3183. www.woolman.org 


JuL 24-AuG 7: SIERRA FRIENDS CAMP 
SEssION IT For 9-14 YEAR OLDS.For more 
info contact Kristina Perry, 530-273-3183. 
www.woolman.org. 


Jut 14-17: THe Nortu Paciric YEARLY 
MEETING ANNUAL SEsSION at the Pacific 
Lutheran University in Tacoma, WA. 


AuG 1-6: PacitFic YEARLY MEETING 
ANNUAL SESSION 1n Mt. Madonna Center 
in Watsonville, CA. 


AuG 16-24: WorLD GATHERING OF YOUNG 
Frienps, Lancaster University, Great 
Britain. 


AuG19-21: MONTANA GATHERING OF 
Frienps, Lucock Park, MT. 


AuG 29-Srp 5: THE ANNUAL COMMUNITY 
Workcamp Service, through Spirit, in 
community. David Forbes. Quaker Center, 
Ben Lomond, CA. Quakercenter.org. 


Sept 23-25: ALTERNATIVES TO VIOLENCE: 
Tue Basic TRAINING. Quaker Center, Ben 
Lomond, CA.Quakercenter.org. 


Please send us information about Quar- 
terly, Regional, or Yearly Meeting events, 
or other events of general interest to 
readers of Friends Bulletin. Contact edi- 
tor at 3223 Danaha St, Torrance CA 
90505 or friendsbulletin@aol.com 
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“This Summer at Pendle HM 


Arts & Spirituality 


July 24-28 


Kado: The Way of Flowers 
with Marcia Shibata 


July 27-31 , with — Biber: 


How to Love This World: 
Poetry by Hand and Heart 
with Paulus Berensohn 


and Sally Palmer 


July 17-21 

‘Spiritual piscornment eS 
Noticing God's Nudges 
we OB oe 


July 31—August 4 
The Sacred Ordinary 


with Carrie Newcomer 


uae 31-August 4 : 
Paying Attention: The _ 

. _ Art of Spiritual Awareness 

August 5—7 wl in Daily Life 


Qi Gong: Powerful, Simple Self-Care with ees gee 


with Kevin D. Greene 


The Joy of Dyeing: Natural Japanese Papers 
with June-Etta Chenard 


August 10-14 
Photography as a Doorway to Spirit oe 
with Beth Kingsley Hawkins —_ ‘| July 2 2-24 
, | Inquirers’ Weekend: 
Basic Quakerism 


Flowing Fibers and Meditations 
with Robyn Josephs and Gloria Valenti 


with Trayce N. Peterson 
_ and Frank Massey 
August 17-21 oe 
Theatre of 
Reconciliation: 
Peacemaking in Action 
with Sarah Halley 


Hand © 2003 Sharon Gunther; Brushes © 2002 Leif Skoogfors 


PENDLE ITU \Saeaee ee 


A QUAKER CENTER FOR STUDY AND CONTEMPLATION 
338 Plush Mill Road - Wallingford, PA 19086 610.566.4507 ext. 3 or 800.742.3150 ext. 3 


www.pendlehill.org registrar@pendlehill.org 


Friends Bulletin 
3223 Danaha St 
Torrance CA 90505 
westernquaker.net 
friendsbulletin@aol.com 


310-325-3581 
Dear Friend, 


2005 has been another exciting year for Friends Bulletin—with issues devoted to 
mysticism, vegetarianism, prophetic witness, AFSC’s “Eyes Wide Open” exhibit, 
Young Friends concerns, and how to end the war in Iraq. 


Because you are a valued reader, we are offering you various options for renewing: 


1) MEETING/GROUP SUBSCRIPTION: only $21 (a savings of $7 or 25% off the 
individual rate). If your Meeting subscribes all its members, your renewal is automatic. 
However, most Meetings require that you give a check for $21 to your Meeting 
liaison. If you are in the latter category, now is the time to contact your Meeting 
liaison. If you don’t know your liaison’s name, please ask your clerk or contact me 


directly. ~~ Friends 2 


2) INDIVIDUAL SUBSCRIPTION: $28. If you subscribe for two years, you pay only cenwiletin == 


$39, our most economical rate. 


3) INTRODUCTORY, GIFT, STUDENT, OR RENEWING AFTER 
A LAPSE OF ONE OR MORE YEARS: $18. You also receive a free 
copy of Robert Griswold’s pamphlet, “The Peace Testimony in Times 


of Terrorism.” 
SUBCRIBERS SAVE 50% ON ALL BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS. priends “= 
With the holidays coming up, this is a good time to buy one of our Bulletin 


books, pamphlets or t-shirts. 


CONTRIBUTE TO FRIENDS BULLETIN. Subscriptions pay less 
than half of our costs. We must raise $15,000 each year to keep the price of Friends 
Bulletin attordable, so your support is always greatly appreciated. 


_ SHARE THE GOOD NEWS. Giving a book like 4 Western Quaker Reader or 
Friends Bulletin as a gift for a student, Young Friend, or newcomer to your Meeting/ 
Worship Group can make a real difference. 


By sharing or subscribing to Friends Bulletin, you are affirming that the concerns of 
our fellow Quakers here in the West deserve attention and support. That’s how we 
can build the Western Quaker community dogerher. 


Yours in peace and friendship, 


Va he hth Namunmntor 


P.S. To renew, please use the form on the other side of this page. If you don’t have 
time to read Friends Bulletin, please consider making a contribution to enable us to help Western Friends move 
forward inthe 21st century. 


Treat Yoursell on a Friend to a Special Giff 


Robert Griswold, author of “Quaker Peace 
Testimony in Times of Terrorism,” practices his 
listening skills with Polly Kmetz and Phylhs 
Hoge. 


me eee 


Compassionate Listening or 


Meeting liason.) 


- en we eee 


a em 


handling). 


Set RAR GN RE Se 


Saas eae eR 


ed 


SE 


NR EAGER aE 


: “ReaL MEN LISTEN” T-SHIRTS Please indicate number and color 
- of shirts in boxes below. $16 each, plus $3 postage& handling. 


i Black 


Gift/student/introductory subscription to Friends Bulletin: $18 or ___ $24 for introductory subscription plus 
$39 for two-year subscription. (Meeting subscriptions cost $21 and should go through 


___ Compassionate Listening and other writings by Gene Hoffman, Quaker Peacemaker and Mystic. FB Publications, 2003. “For more 
than half'a century, Gene Hoffman—through her essays and poetry, her workshops and speeches, her travels and her witness—has 
been a fountainhead of creative spirituality and courageous peacemaking. This book will be a rich resource for those who come after 
her.” —Richard Deats, Editor of Fellowship Magazine. Paperbound, 350 pp. with photos and index. $16.95 (add $3 for postage & 


Quaker Peace Testimony in Times of Terrorism, FB Pamphlet #2 (2nd edition, 2005) by Robert Griswold. Reflections upon the 
spiritual basis for Friends’ peacemaking efforts during this time of “perpetual war for perpetual peace.” Ideal for study groups. Single 
copy: $3.95. Two or more: $3 each (includes postage & handling). 


Islam from a Quaker Perspective, FB Pamphlet #1 (2003). This pamphlet explores the spirituality of fasting, examines the 
Islamic faith in relation to Friends’ testimonies and provides a brief overview of Quaker involvement in the Middle East. 
Single copy: $3.95. Two or more: $3 each (includes postage & handling). 


___A Western Quaker Reader, Writings by and about Independent Quakers in the Western United States. FB Publications, 2000. First 
historical work about Western Quakerism written from the viewpoint of Independent Friends, provides vivid, first-person testimo- 
nies by Friends involved in the “reinvention” of Quakerism in the Western USA from the 1930s to the present. 354 pp. paper. 


$19.95 (includes postage & handling). 


Gift, student or introductory 
Friends Bulletin 
subscription only $18 
including free 
“Quaker Peace Testimony” 
pamphlet 


Gift, student or introductory 
subscription 
plus 


Compassionate Listening book 


only $24 (50% savings) 


Se ee A 
Friends Bulletin subscribers receive 30% off publications 


Indicate the kind of subscription or number of copies of books or pamphlets you wish to order in the underlined space. 


To order, check off number of items you want and send this 
form with check made out to “Friends Bulletin” to: Friends 
Bulletin, 3223 Danaha St , Torrance CA 90505. 


Your Name* 


White Gray on 
+ Medium Address 
i = Large ; 
| X-Large City. 
j XX-Large* State Zip ie aes 
i Total | 
j “Add $1.50 for XX-Large Phone ett 2. 7 by SA ie 
i “If this is a gift, write the name and address of the recipient. 


